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Careers: Finding Your Way via Social Media 

 

The following is a list of social networking sites that are used by professionals in a variety of fields.   
Because many of the sites will not match the necessary criteria for academic research you should NOT 

complete assignments using these sites, but these sites can serve as efficient resources to find 
pathways into your career as you continue through college and after graduation. 

 

LinkedIn  

 What is it and what should I use it for? 

LinkedIn is the most popular career networking website.  It is useful for showcasing your 

experience and finding professional organizations and associations relevant to your field. 

Where is it?  

 www.linkedin.com 

 How do I use it? 

You will need to create an account before you can access content on this site.  To find 

associations select the ‘Groups’  tab, then under the ‘Groups directory’ do a keyword search (on 

the left) for your career.  You can also try searching the ‘People’ section for your major to see 

what sorts of job titles people with your major have. 

Twitter  

 What is it and what should I use it for? 

Twitter is popular among professionals and for personal use.  It is called a ‘microblogging’ site 

because it allows short posts of content.  People will often share links and tweet at conferences. 

Where is it? 

 www.twitter.com  

How do I use it? 

While you can begin searching on the Twitter website itself, there are many efficient tools that 

are designed to help with the discovery of Twitter content, such as TweetDeck, HooteSuite, or 

TweetTabs.  For an example of how this works, go to http://tweettabs.com and search in the 

upper right by adding a ‘hashtag’ before the name of your career (e.g. #socialworker).  The 
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hashtag (#) makes that term hyperlinked to other information with the same tag.  This is a user-

driven way for people to tag and find content by category. 

Meetup  

 What is it and what should I use it for? 

Meetup is a site for groups of people to meet based on shared interests.  It is not commonly 

used among professionals in service-oriented fields, such as teaching and social work, but in 

fields like technology and business there are often local meetups where you can network with 

other professionals, and sometimes even learn new skills.   

Where is it? 

www.meetup.com 

How do I use it? 

To see if this site is being used in your field click on ‘Find’ in the upper left corner and type in 

your general career area.  For example, type in business or marketing, rather than a specific 

title, such as Analyst. 

Delicious  

 What is it and what should I use it for? 

Delicious is a ‘social bookmarking site’, meaning that people use it to save websites and tag 

those websites with relevant subjects.  It is like a user-created catalog for the internet.   

Delicious is useful for career information because professional fields require continual learning, 

so when conducting a specific search for career information on delicious much of the 

information will have been hand-selected by someone in that field.   Caution:  If conducting a 

search for a non-professional  topic through a social networking site it is much less likely that the 

people tagging the content have any expertise in evaluating or selecting that content.  For that 

reason, this site should not be used for conducting academic research. 

Where is it? 

http://delicious.com 

How do I use it? 

In the top search enter your job title, or a topic relevant to your field.  For example, if you want 

to become a teacher try ‘teacher’ as your search, or you can try a specific skill, such as ‘lesson 

planning’.  This can also be helpful if you feel stuck trying to understand a concept in one of your 

classes because it seems too theoretical and you want to find a real-world example. 
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